The quality of foodstuffs and other complex fluids is influenced by their rheology and structure. To optimize the manufacturing process, flow and structural properties must be harmonized. The goal of this interdisciplinary conference was to bring together experts in the fields of rheology and material structure, providing a forum to exchange knowledge and experiences. The impressive international partici pation in the meeting indicates that communication among those dealing with food rheology and structure has occurred only too recently. The composition of participants is also evidence that the concept was successful: approximately 60% came from universities and research institutes, while industrial participation was unusually high, accounting for 40% of the delegates.
Altogether, approximately 200 guests from 19 countries filled the Audi Max auditorium of the imposing university building in which Prof. Dr. Win dhab opened the conference. His presentation, "Process Structure-Rheology Relationships of Multiphase Food Systems" dealt directly with the rheology structure relationship: his diagrams showed how foodstuff structure is linked to flow properties. During flow, stresses act on the macromolecular level and/or on disperse components of the foodstuff. Deformation, orientation, and even degradation may result from the stresses, which also impart a flow-induced micro structure. A large number of parameters related to the quality of fluid or semi solid foodstuffs are based on the material's microstructure and rheology. 
Rheology-Preis 1997
Ein besonderer Hohepunkt wahrend des Symposiums war die festliche Verleihung des Rheology-Preises 1997. Zum zweiten Mal vergab die Zeitschrift .,Applied
Scientific program
With 66 presentations distributed among five symposium topics (see Ta bles 1 and 2), attendees were treated to a wide-ranging technical interchange. The discussions were lively, interesting, and even at times controversial.
The organizers invited 16 internationally renowned experts to lecture on fundamental topics. The remaining presentations covered a wide range of subjects relating to the rheology and structure of foodstuffs. Some of the areas examined included multiphase foodstuffs, new techniques for structure analysis, new instruments, and theoretical and practical findings related to material and component interactions.
One afternoon was devoted to a poster session, which was very popular. In the university foyer, 26 students and young scientists set up posters providing an account of their research projects and results. In the same location, a small exhibition was held throughout the meeting, with 20 companies demonstrating their rheological instruments and other products. For the conference attendees it was a welcome opportunity for in-depth discussions with manufacturers on advantages and disadvantages of various instruments and to learn about future expanded applications.
Rheology Prize 1997
The presentation of the Rheology Prize 1997 was a highlight of the symposium. This is the second year that the magazine Applied Rheology has presented an achievement award for an outstanding research paper by a young rheologist. Nearly double the number of entries was received The winner received a check for 3000 DM and a certificate . Prof. Dr. Windhab, who served as meeting host and awards panel chairman, spoke about the contribution made by Dr. Fischer's paper, which appears in this issue of Applied Rheology (p. 58).
Social program
The meeting's social activities are also worthy of mention -a conference without a social program is practically unthinkable and would certainly not be as successful. The cocktail reception on the opening day should provide plenty of opportunity for interchange. This is especially true of a conference that is bringing together different groups for the first time. The social and culinary highlight of the meeting was the banquet, accompanied by live music in the University Dining Rooms (on this occasion the relation ship between rheology, structure, and quality had its practical demonstration). Music lovers had an opportunity to attend an organ concert in the Minster, where the beautiful stained glass windows designed by Chagall could also be admired. The conclusion of the symposium included a chance to visit the Rhine waterfall at Schaffhausen, a tour of the brewery "FeldschlbBchen," and a river cruise on the Rhine.
It was in all respects a successful conference, according to the remarks by participants. 
